BIRTH OF  FRENCH  SOCIETY AND STATE

whether Oriental or Mediterranean: chivalry and courtly man-
ners; the communes, the middle classes, the municipal bodies and
guilds; customary law and the revival of Roman law; the revival
of schools, which was to lead to the formation of universities;
Gothic architecture, then known as Trench work'; the French
language and the Romance language of the south, incorrectly
known as Provengal; the lyrical poetry of the troubadours of the
south, and the romances of chivalry and fabliaux of the north -
a spontaneous and unprecedented bloom of civilization comparable
with what is called the 'miracle of Greece.' Jt came into being
within a narrow territory round Paris and was confined to Nor-
mandy, the region of Paris, Picardy, and Champagne, supple-
mented, perhaps, by a few persons from the west. We should not
allow ourselves to be led astray by the terms 'Romance' and
'Latin9. Romance civilization has nothing Roman about it but
the name. And though French is called a Latin tongue, there is
nothing Latin about it but the vocabulary, and even this was the
vocabulary of the language spoken among the people; it differs
fundamentally from Latin in its phonetic system, its morphology,
which has dropped the cases; its syntax, which has become
analytical; and the movement of the phrase, which has become
short, clear, and simple. Like the language, French poetry is
based upon processes unknown to classical Latin vonto, upon the
number of syllables and rhyme or assonance at the end of every
verse,

5 RI S E    OF   CLASS    DISTINGTIONS

It was under the action of this civilization, founded upon senti-
ments and customs totally foreign to the antique world, that the
society was organized out of which the French nation of to-clay
developed, by a henceforth unbroken process of evolution. This
society, which from the twelfth century onward became fixed on
stable lines, was divided into classes sharply distinguished from
one another by their occupations, mode of life, and rank in the
public estimation: namely, the mass of the peasants, under the
common name of villeins; the fighting-men, who became the
nobles; the new class of the bourgeois (burgesses), which grew up
in the towns, the centres of reviving trade and industry; and the
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